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“Speed skating, because it reminds me 

of when I used to do track and field.” 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Snowboarding, because it’s something I can’t 
do but I want to try it one day. I like watching 

it.” 
... and a Redskins game!” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“My favorite Winter Olympic events are curling 

and hockey.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“My favorite Winter Olympic Sports are all the 

men’s and women’s snowboarding events.” 
 

AT YOUR SERVICE — LOCAL RESOURCES AND INFORMATION 

  

 

 

T H E  T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  A S K S …  

What are your favorite Winter Olympic Events? 
 

 

Page 1 

Army Pfc. Justin Tally 2nd Plt. C 

Troop 1-91 Cavalry 

Army Pvt. Dustin Holland 2nd Plt. 

C Troop 1-91 Cavalry 

Army Pfc. Samuel Johnson HHC 

173rd ABCT  

Army Sfc. Melissa Wakefield HHC 

173rd ABCT  

stephen.tennant@afghan.swa.army.smil.mil 

sean.wead@afghan.swa.army.smil.mil 

T I E N  B I E N  F L A S H B A C K  

On December 2, 2003 1200 troops from the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team and Iraqi 

security forces conducted Operation Bayonet Lightning, designed to capture weapons, mate-

rials, and people that posed a threat against Coalition Forces. The joint operation, lasting 

about 16 hours, was concentrated on Al Hawija and the village of Rashad, 60 Kilometers to 

the south of Kirkuk. 173rd Soldiers located and confiscated 62 AK-47 assault rifles, 200 

rounds of AK-47 ammunition, one rocket propelled grenade launcher and two improvised 

explosive device making kits. Twenty six individuals were captured, including three targeted 

individuals: Saad Mohammed ad-Douri, the private secretary of Izzat Ibrahim ad-Douri, 

Hamid Saad, a senior official of Saddam Hussein's former ruling Ba'ath Party in charge of 

youth and student affairs, and a former general of the disbanded Iraqi Army. 
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“Follower-ship” is 

akin to selflessness 

and maturity.” 

Superb Followers 

     Most people associate 

leadership with the military, 

but few people realize just 

how essential “follower-ship” 

is to the equation.  

     Without “follower-ship”, 

even the best leadership is 

derailed.  One cannot fathom 

a great leader not being able 

to earn the trust, respect and 

dedication of his subordi-

nates, but missions also hinge 

on “follower-ship” due to 

junior personnel being ready, 

willing and able to execute. 

     Placing ones trust in an-

other person is never easy.  

Good followers should also 

be thinkers — blind 

“follower-ship” is not a de-

sired trait.        

     Superb followers can 

make an operation go like 

clockwork.  Followers know 

when to ask questions and 

when not to ask questions.  

Warriors know when to ac-

cept the decisions and un-

equivocally support their 

leaders.  Quibbling or under-

mining have no place in a 

follower’s rules of engage-

ment.  “Follower-ship” is 

akin to selflessness and ma-

turity. 

By Army Staff Sgt. Bruce Cob-

beldick,  

TF Bayonet Public Affairs 

Afghanistan 

Weather 

 

Editor’s Note:  Special thanks goes to Command Sgt. Maj. Dennis 

Woods, from Task Force King, who has provided stories about his 

artillerymen over the past two months, which have gone on to be 

published in a host of publications and e-Magazines, both in and 

outside of the artillery community.  If you have stories that you 

would like to contribute about your unit or your people, please e-

mail Staff Sgt. Bruce Cobbeldick. We will help you tell your story! 

mailto:stephen.tennant@afghan.swa.army.smil.mil
mailto:sean.wead@afghan.swa.army.smil.mil
http://www.afweather.af.mil/weatherupdates/index.asp
mailto:brucecobbeldick@yahoo.com


     Sky Soldiers, 

 

     This month, the Commander of the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team has asked me to write the col-

umn for the Tien Bien Times newsletter, and I decided that the most important topic that I could expound on 

is “restraint.” 

     Restraint within a Counterinsurgency War is essential. Every Paratrooper has a blur of thoughts that go 

through their mind when confronting the “flight or fight” brand of emotions that trigger our words and 

achievement in the midst of challenging times. This is something difficult to change due to our culture, war-

rior ethos training which has become part of our everyday culture and military mindset.  

     While everyone naturally responds differently when confronted with stressors, our mission success hinges 

on, training over and over again to eclipse whatever our natural tendencies might be. It is only through re-

hearsing repeatedly that Paratroopers can resist their habits, personal opinions, or inclinations. Out on the 

battlefield, Soldiers cannot afford to think subjectively. They must be objective thinkers. 

     A Counterinsurgency (COIN) environment has no place for knee-jerk reactions; moreover, the mission 

has to come first, so when the human brain is inclined to react a certain way, it is only through ones training 

that Troopers can overcome the temptations of acting swiftly and decisively to win the confrontation. Despite 

ones instincts, COIN is about restraining ones words and deeds.  

     No one said it is easy. The challenges that face today’s Soldiers are many. The Global War on Terror 

(GWOT) environment is comprised of complicated, confusing, and difficult expectations that are placed on 

our Sky Soldiers. 

 It is the chain of command’s job to make things clear and well understood. Too often, easy paths lead to 

ruin. That is why restraint is so important. 

     When making split-second decisions, it might be unnatural to demonstrate restraint, but that is what elimi-

nates, or at least minimizes collateral damage and senseless mistakes. Restraint is the mark of a professional 

Soldier, who realizes what is at stake here. Our reputation is hard earned and easily lost. When the citizens 

see that you are using restraint, lives is saved on both sides. Again, it is an honor to serve as Brigade Com-

mand Sergeant Major and to have the opportunity to highlight the great accomplishments of our Sky Sol-

diers. 

 

 

 

  Sky Soldiers! 

   

  Nicholas A. Rolling 



 

“We’re here to de-

stroy the enemy.” 

Story and photos by Army Spc. Daniel Haun TF Bayonet Public 

Affairs 

Fastuca Remembered As Caring Leader 

     T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  

Army Sgt. Louis R. Fastuca will be remembered by his peers and subordinates as their platoon’s go-to guy for always 
helping new Paratroopers.  (Story by Army Staff Sgt. Bruce Cobbeldick, Task Force Bayonet Public Affairs Office) 

     “Our lives are forever changed because of the impact that  SGT Fastuca had on us.  We came to-
gether to honor the life of Sgt. Fastuca. We share a grief that has given us all heaviness of heart and 
soul. We gather here  together to remind each other that we are a  family of troopers.  We are a com-
munity of family and friends and we stand together.   
     Cpt. Dave Panian, who served as Fastuca’s commanding officer, thanked the distinguished guests 
and the men and women of the 173rd ABCT.  He said every Soldier mentioned Fastuca’s care and 
concern.  He was identified by new Soldiers in Dog Company’s 2nd Platoon as the go-to guy who 
would help them—quick with a smile and fatherly to new Soldiers.  Fastuca was the epitome of Sol-
diers.  He was a member of the Old Guard and had plans to compete for Special Forces after getting 
this deployment under his belt.   
     "Spc. Fastuca was one of the first guys here to befriend me.  He taught me as much as possible to 
help me get by, whether it was as complicated as weapons or shooting, or as easy as driving.  He was 
easy to approach if you had any questions or concerns.  Whenever I wanted to learn something new 
he would take time out of his day to teach me a little bit of what he knew.  He was a great leader and 
made everything fair when it came to tasks,” said Army Pvt. Blake S. Marinuzzi, Squad Automatic 
Weapon (SAW) Gunner, 2nd Platoon, Delta Company, 1-503rd Battalion, 173 ABCT, from Dewitt, MI. 
 
     “The Soldiers in his platoon had fond memories of SPC Fastuca.  He would take time to help the 
Privates with the many tasks they had to learn to be proficient Infantrymen.  He was respected for his 
caring leadership style and known for his kindness and his smile. SGT Fastuca was an Airborne In-
fantryman.  Part of the very fabric of the 173rd ABCT, and his loss will be felt by every Sky Soldier and 
our extended family,” said Col.  James Johnson, Fastuca’s brigade commander, who leads the Sky 
Soldiers of the 173rd ABCT. 
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Afghanistan 

Weather 

LOGAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan – Specialist Louis Fas-

tuca of West Chester, PA, assigned to HHC, 1st Battalion 

(Airborne), 503rd Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Bri-

gade Combat Team was killed in Wardak Province, Af-

ghanistan on 5 July 2010. “Without exception, the men of 

DOG Company loved SPC Fastuca for his genuine care 

and concern for his brother soldiers." said Cpt. Dave 

Panian, Commander of D Co.     

LOGAR PROVINCE, AFGHANISTAN  — Army 

Spc. Louis R. Fastuca was killed in Wardak Province, 

Afghanistan on July 5, 2010. 

     Fastuca died at a U.S. medical treatment facility of 

wounds he received when his platoon was attacked 

while conducting a patrol. 

     He was assigned to HHC, 1st Battalion (Airborne), 

503rd Infantry Regiment, (Task Force Talon), 173rd 

Airborne Brigade Combat Team, Vicenza, Italy, hav-

ing just recently been reassigned from D Company. 

     "Without exception, the men of DOG Company 

loved SPC Fastuca for his genuine care and concern 

for his brother soldiers.  Just as he cared for all around 

him in life, he is without a doubt, now in God's caring 

arms," said Cpt. Dave Panian, commander of D Co. 

“EVERY single Soldier remarked about his mercy, 

care and concern.” 

     Fastuca served in the Army for four years and four 

months as an Infantryman.  He was previously as-

signed to the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment “The Old 

Guard” at Ft Myer, VA.  He was assigned to the 173rd 

Airborne Brigade Combat Team in 2009.  He is sur-

vived by his parents, Robert and Monette Fastuca and 

his brothers Anthony and Joseph, of West Chester, 

PA. 

     Fastuca’s military awards and decorations include 

the Purple Heart Medal, Army Achievement Medal 

(2), Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense 

Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Global 

War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army Service Rib-

bon, Overseas Service Ribbon, NATO Medal, the 

Combat Infantryman’s Badge and the Parachutists 

Badge.  He has been recommend for the Bronze Star 

Medal and has been posthumously promoted to the 

rank of Sergeant. 

 

173rd ABCT Paratroopers Remember Fastuca  

     T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  

Army Spc. Louis R. Fastuca, Sky Soldier 

http://www.afweather.af.mil/weatherupdates/index.asp
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TF Bayonet Tests One-Shot, One Kill Fitness Program 

      T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  

 

Photos by 

Army Staff Sgt.  

Bruce Cobbeldick, 

Task Force Bayonet PAO 

 



 

LOGAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan – In a valley sur-
rounded by the snow-covered mountains of the Kher-
war district, stands Combat Outpost Kherwar, the 

home of the Soldiers of Troop C, 1st Squadron, 91st 

Cavalry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat 
Team.  The valley and its surrounding areas have long 
been a stronghold of insurgent and Taliban forces.   

The Soldiers of Troop C have been at COP Kherwar 

for almost three months and with their help, the secu-
rity in the area has improved and the people of the 
area are beginning to see the Afghan government at 
work.   

Every day, members of the Afghan National Army 

and Police, alongside the Soldiers from 2nd Platoon, 
Troop C, patrol the area ensuring the progress and 
development of a district that previously had not seen 
the presence of Afghan governance continues.   

Outside the COP, lies the village of Ashnie, a fre-
quent patrol stop for 2nd Platoon.   

“This is one of our security bubble areas,” said 
Army 1st Lt. Jose Burgos, platoon leader for 2nd Pla-
toon, speaking about the surrounding villages that he 

and his Soldiers patrol daily.  “We try to come here 
once a week.” 

 “We come here to talk to the village elder and the 
people of the village to one, let them know were com-

ing around and two, to make sure that their families 
are okay and see if they need anything,” Burgos said.  

 

 

Story and photos by Army Pfc. Michael Sword TF Bayonet Public Affairs 

Czech, American Leadership Join Governor to Honor ANP Grads 

     T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  

 
FOB Shank, Afghanistan — With the recent graduation of 
another Afghan National Police (ANP) class under their 
belts, coalition leaders are encouraged by what they are see-
ing here in Logar Province.  According to CSM Jimmy J. 
Sellers, the acting command sergeant major for 173rd Air-
borne Brigade Combat Team, he has seen the level of in-
volvement in daily operations from the ANP change tremen-
dously. “As a force they are better trained, disciplined and 
organized,” Sellers said. 
 
     Sellers said, “It was pleasing to see how very motivated 
and proud each of the graduates were to receive their gradua-
tion certificates. From watching the graduation ceremony, 
one could sense that these graduates were ready to leave the 
training environment in order to start assisting the villages in 
maintaining good order and discipline.”  
 
     The American Soldiers’ Command Group representatives 
of “The Herd” believes that the Czechs are doing a remark-
able job at taking new recruits from the villages of Afghani-
stan and transforming them into National Police, which will 
work throughout several provinces in Afghanistan, according 
to Sellers, who filled in for Command Sgt. Maj. Nicholas 
Rolling for the graduation, which took place at FOB Shank. 
 
     According to Sellers, “From what I've seen they have 
taken this responsibility seriously and the results of their hard 
work and dedication was witnessed during this ceremony 
today.” 

Governor Atiqullah Lodin congratulates an ANA graduate 

at FOB Shank. The Soldiers were presented certificates 

by Afghans, Czechs and Americans. 

An Afghan National Police graduate salutes The Herd’s 

Deputy Commanding Officer, LTC Kyle Lear, as Command 

Sgt. Maj. Jimmy J. Sellers, 173rd ABCT looks on.  

(Story and photos by Army Staff Sgt. Bruce Cobbeldick, 

Task Force Bayonet Public Affairs Office)                                                                                                

“The Czechs have been tasked to 
accomplish a significantly daunting task - 
a task that is a very important piece of the 

puzzle in the security of Afghanistan. 
 

-CSM Sellers, who served as Acting Command 
Sgt. Maj., 173rd ABCT, for the graduation 
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LOGAR PROVINCE, Afghani-

stan -- Challenging, stressful, 

memory-intensive. Those are 

words that offer a glimpse of what 

it's like to be a Battle Captain for 

an Airborne Brigade Combat 

Team, deployed in a forward area 

of operation. What's unique about 

this particular Tactical Operations 

Center is that its Battle Captains 

are Noncommissioned Officers - 

completely NCO-run. 

     For Army Staff Sgt. David Be-

noit, the role of Battle Captain is 

something that fits him like a 

glove. As anyone can imagine, 

field grade officers are pretty se-

lective about who is chosen to be a 

battle captain, as lives depend on 

the judgment, presence of mind 

and multi-tasking abilities that this 

role demands. 

     Patrick Potts, who is Benoit’s 

Battle Noncommissioned Officer 

In Charge, during the day shift, his 

right hand. According to Potts, 

who is on his fourth combat tour, 

they know how each other likes to 

work and are cross-trained very 

well. Together, they comprise a 

well-oiled machine at FOB Al-

timur, a base whereby the TOC 

manages operational concerns for 

Chark, Baraki Barak, Kherwar 

areas of operation, the hot spots of 

Task Force Bayonet. 

 

The first time Benoit ran a 

TOC, he was a buck sergeant and it 

was a trial by fire kind of situation.  

Benoit was a tank gunner, the Head-

quarters platoon sergeant and was in 

the middle of an exercise in Ger-

many when he got the word.   

     "I quickly gathered up some 

maps and some report templates and 

starting putting together a small 

TOC in a dome-style crew tent, 

where it would be Benoit and a 

handful of other Soldiers manning 

the operations center. Now, Benoit 

is surrounded by a full compliment 

of high-speed troops and high-tech 

equipment, in a 21st century control 

center at FOB Altimur. 

     It was during Operation Iraqi 

Freedom (OIF) II that Benoit first 

had a chance to run a TOC when 

there was enemy in a city that saw a 

lot of fighting, called Samarra Iraq. 

"That was a rough tour," said Be-

noit.  We conducted Cajun Mouse 

Trap 1 through 4, then Operation 

Baton Rouge, where our unit re-took 

the city and there was lots of force 

on force stuff going on there for 

months on end. 

     "To a certain extent, being a battle 

captain, you do have to be very visual. It 

helps to be a combat veteran, so you can 

empathize and appreciate what the Sol-

diers are going through out there." 

     "It helps to have leaders around me 

like Army Sergeant First Class Christo-

pher Condra around. He is awesome to 

work with," said Benoit.  "Condra is a 

guy who has been out on Recon Teams 

50 kilometers out in front at the tip of 

the spear and has like 50 months combat 

tour time in the Army.   

     For Soldiers like Benoit, Condra and 

Potts, they have made every effort to 

pass on the batons of knowledge and 

experience to their troopers, the Soldiers 

who perform as RTO's - very key play-

ers for the Tactical Operations Center 

teams - both dayshift and nightshift.  

The Battle Captain, Benoit, begins his 

day by taking a moment to prepare him 

each morning. According to Benoit, "it's 

important to just sit and ponder what 

might possibly happen and then take 

some time to formulate some ideas in 

my head as to  

 

Continued on Page 21  

Staff Sgt. David Benoit Staff Sgt. Patrick Potts 
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Photos by 
Staff Sgt.  

Bruce Cobbeldick, 
Task Force Bayonet PAO 

 

“I try and teach everyone 
what I know and assist 
them in doing their jobs; I 
now step back and let my 
sergeants run their shops.” 
- WO1 Joshua Bruce 

WO1 Joshua Bruce (left) helps a 

Sky Soldier with a generator at 
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One Shot, One Kill Program Comes to Task Force Bayonet 

      T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  
      T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  

Photos by SSG Bruce Cobbeldick, Task Force Bayonet Public Affairs 

The One Shot, One Kill program 

gave Paratroopers and Czech Sol-

diers with Task Force Bayonet an 

opportunity to push themselves in 

an effort to perform combat survival 

feats and increase their resiliency. 



Page 1 

Lending a Helping Hand:  The Sky Soldier Way 

      T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  

Photos by Army Sgt. Russell  A. Gilchrest, Combat Camera, Task Force Bayonet 
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Sky Soldiers Span Distance of Logar, Wardak Provinces for OEF 

      T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  

Photos by Army Sgt. Russell  A. Gilchrest, Combat Camera, Task Force Bayonet 
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SAFETY ISSUES 

Page ______      T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  Page ______      T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  

Story and photo by  Army Staff Sgt. 

Bruce Cobbeldick, TF Bayonet Public 

Affairs Office 

Saber NCO’s Tap Experience, 

Help Manage Battalion TOC  

“Our confidence and experience 

gets us through the toughest of 

times,” said Condra. 

Army Sgt. Robert M. Brandt, a master driver with 4th 

Squadron, 319th Airborne Field Artillery Regiment, 173rd 

ABCT, gives Zabiullah Mehrab, with ANP, some driving tips. 

Continued from Page 19 
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SAFETY ISSUES Sky Soldiers Thank Partners, Welcome Comrades 

Major General John F. Campbell, 101st Air-

borne Division (Air Assault) Commander, 

visits Forward operating Base Shank and 

parts of Logar Province Feb 19, in prepara-

tion for assumption of command of Re-

gional Command East. 
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173rd ABCT Conducts Contracting Shura for Stakeholders  
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Story and photos by Army Staff Sgt. Bruce Cobbeldick,  

Task Force Bayonet Public Affairs Office 

Story and photo by  Army Staff Sgt. 

Bruce Cobbeldick, TF Bayonet          

Public Affairs Office 

Army Sgt. Robert M. Brandt, a master driver with 4th Squadron, 319th Airborne 

Field Artillery Regiment, 173rd ABCT, mentors ANP and ANA students on topics 

like maintaining the vehicle, road conditions, safety awareness issues and notic-

ing any discrepancies about the vehicle, prior to taking the students on the road. 

 

Story and photos by Pfc. Michael Sword, 

TF Bayonet Public Affairs 

WARDAK PROVINCE, Afghanistan 

— Safe transportation of U.S. 

Troops, equipment and supplies on 

the ground in Afghanistan depends 

on having a well-trained Soldiers 

behind the wheel.  Having a good 

driver is just as vital to the Afghan 

National Army and Police, who de-

pend on vehicles  for everything from 

patrolling a district to moving 

throughout the country.  However, 

many of the ANA and ANP have 

never driven a vehicle or been taught 

the basics of vehicle maintenance and 

safety. 

     With no formal driving school in 

place the Soldiers from 4th Squadron, 

319th Airborne Field Artillery Regi-

ment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Com-

bat Team, established their basic 

driver’s course that began July 3, at 

Forward Operating Base Airborne in 

Afghanistan’s Wardak Province. 

     The two-week course is designed 

to make ANA and ANA troops famil-

iar with their Humvee vehicles and 

teach them maintenance and basic 

driving skills. 

     “The ANP and ANA have been 

sending people with no experience or 

that needed the most  driving experi-

ence,” said Sgt. Robert M. Brandt, 

the class instructor and a company-

level master driver with Battery G, 

4th Squadron , 319th Airborne Field 

Artillery Regiment, 173 ABCT, a native 

of Grand Rapids, Mich. 

     The first two days were dedicated to 

introducing the Afghan students to the 

Humvee vehicle and teaching them pre-

ventative maintenance, checks and ser-

vices. 

     “They would start by walking around 

the vehicles and looking for any physi-

cal damage and then they would look 

underneath the vehicle for any leaks of 

oil, fuel or transmission fluid,” said 

Brandt. 

     “You go by the technical manual and 

look over your vehicle for any faults that 

would make the vehicle not mission 

capable or unsafe.” 

     After a class on hand signals to move 

large vehicles, Brandt started the driving 

portion of the class. Zabiullah Mehrab, 

an Afghan National Policeman attending 

the class, was happy with his first ex-

perience driving a humvee. 

     Zainallah Mazlo myar, another 

Afghan policeman, agreed with Me-

hrab, but noticed one, big difference 

in driving the Humvee. 

TF King Drivers Training  

Continued on Page 20 

“The engine is 

stronger than in 

regular cars.  It has an 

automatic 

transmission so it’s 

easier to drive than 

regular cars. This 

training helped us a 

lot.” 

— Zabiullah Mehrab, 

ANP Student  Driver 
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SAFETY ISSUES Sky Soldiers Thank Partners, Welcome Comrades 

Major General John F. Campbell, 101st Air-

borne Division (Air Assault) Commander, 

visits Forward operating Base Shank and 

parts of Logar Province Feb 19, in prepara-

tion for assumption of command of Re-

gional Command East. 
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Story and photos by Army Staff Sgt. Bruce Cobbeldick,  

Task Force Bayonet Public Affairs Office 

Story and photo by  Army Staff Sgt. 

Bruce Cobbeldick, TF Bayonet          

Sky Soldier Continues 

Family Tradition 
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Story by the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team 

Public Affairs Office 

O 
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Logar NDS and ANP Arrest  
Four Men for Fuel Theft  

 

A man suspected of illegally obtaining fuel from a U.S. fuel distribution 
point looks on as a worker pumps fuel into a truck.  The photo was taken in 
the hours before local NDS and ANP officials arrested the men outside of 
Forward Operating Base Shank. 

Equal Opportunity 
A F R I C A N - A M E R I C A N  H I S T O R Y  M O N T H  -  F E B R U A R Y  

This month, our Commander in Chief  issued a proclamation con-

cerning the 2010 Black History Theme of Black Economic Em-

powerment. An excerpt of which is below. 

The 2010 Black History Theme: 
The History of Black Economic Empowerment 

 ...Overcoming today's challenges will require the 

same dedication and sense of urgency that enabled past 

generations of African Americans to rise above the injus-

tices of their time. That is why my Administration is lay-

ing a new foundation for long-term economic growth 

that helps more than just a privileged few. We are work-

ing hard to give small businesses much-needed credit, to 

slash tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas, 

and to give those same breaks to companies that create 

jobs here at home. We are also reinvesting in our schools 

and making college more affordable, because a world 

class education is our country's best roadmap to prosper-

ity.  

These initiatives will expand opportunities for Afri-

can Americans, and for all Americans, but parents and 

community leaders must also be partners in this effort. 

We must push our children to reach for the full measure 

of their potential, just as the innovators who succeeded 

in previous generations pushed their children to achieve 

something greater. In the volumes of black history, much 

remains unwritten. Let us add our own chapter, full of 

progress and ambition, so that our children's children 

will know that we, too, did our part to erase an unjust 

past and build a brighter future.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, Presi-

dent of the United States of America, by virtue of the 

authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws 

of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2010 

as National African American History Month. I call upon 

public officials, educators, librarians, and all the people 

of the United States to observe this month with appropri-

ate programs, ceremonies, and activities.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this first day of February, in the year of our Lord 

two thousand ten, and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth.  

BARACK OBAMA 

      T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  
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LOGAR Province, Afghanistan — A district sub-governors conference was hosted by 1st Squadron, 91st Cav-

alry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, at Forward Operating Base Altimur in Afghanistan’s 

Logar Province, July 15.  This is the seventh conference hed at FOB  Altimur since January and in that time, the 

conference has evolved from a general meeting to an event that is driven by the concerns of the sub-governors.  

The agenda for the meeting concentrated on development projects in the sub-governors’ respective districts, the 

importance of security in the province and the need for transparency in the Afghan government. 

     The conference opened with a graduation of U.S. and Afghan Soldiers from 1st Squadron, 91st Cavalry 

Regiment’s new combined action warrior leaders course, highlighting the tie between the province’s needs for 

security and development.   

In his opening remarks, Atiqullah Lodin, the governor of Logar Province, spoke about his optimism for his dis-

trict’s improvements. 

     “I’m so happy that our development is progressing,” said Lodin.  “If there is security there will be construc-

tion, but we need to think about how to improve the security and reconstruction here.” 

     Government corruption is a concern for the sub-governors of Logar, who are working to improve the lives of 

the people of the province.  Transparency is the first step to combating the perception of corruption and gaining 

support for the Afghan government from the local populace. 
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Logar NDS and ANP Arrest  
Four Men for Fuel Theft  

 

A man suspected of illegally obtaining fuel from a U.S. fuel distribution 
point looks on as a worker pumps fuel into a truck.  The photo was taken in 
the hours before local NDS and ANP officials arrested the men outside of 
Forward Operating Base Shank. 

Equal Opportunity 
A F R I C A N - A M E R I C A N  H I S T O R Y  M O N T H  -  F E B R U A R Y  
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